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Kyletalesha bog  

 
In October 2008 we carried out a soil 
investigation at Kyletalesha in Ireland. 
We mobilised UK7, our óBog Skipperô, 
a purpose-built low ground bearing 
pressure, CPT mounted unit, to test in 
the peat bog.  
 
In addition to piezocone testing 
(CPTU) and dissipation tests, we took 
MOSTAP samples and Geonor pene-
tration vane tests at multiple locations. 
The results of our testing were to as-
sess our clientôs pile designs for a 
landfill site. 

 
This test site is a peat bog in central 
Ireland and due to heavy rain before  

and during the works, it had become 
almost unworkable. Our operator who 
was assessing the path for the rig, 
sunk down past his knees into the 
bog. An amusing spectacle for all the 
workers on site as you can imagine. 
 
20 CPTUs were performed down to 
5m. The instant results enabled the 
clientôs engineer to select, on site, the 
locations for the MOSTAP sampling 
and vane testing. Three 1m samples 
were taken at 1 location, and a total of 
7 vane tests were performed at  5 lo-
cations, with test depths ranging from 
1m to 5.5m. 
 
Testing was completed in 4 days, to 
time and budget, before we mobilised 
back from a soggy excursion of the 
p e a t  b o g s  i n  I r e l a n d . 
   
   
 

In -situ soil testing guide  

 
If you would like to be sent a pdf of 
our book, email: sophiebate-
man@lankelma.com. Itôs low resolu-
tion and very quick to download and 
browse.  
 
The purpose of the book is to give an 
overview and short description of the 
latest CPT techniques  and includes 
information on instrumentation and 
soil sampling. 

Lankelma Inc, USA  

 
Lankelma has acquired the ARA geo-
technical and environmental site in-
vestigation services  branch in Hous-
ton, including its unique EAPS 
(enhanced access cone penetration 
system) CPT truck. This hybrid direct 
push and drilling system increases 
testing depths, by enabling advance-
ment through refusal zones, including 
rock, gravel and hardpans.  
         
The staff of Lankelma Inc, with their 
vast experience of environmental 
cones will enable Lankelma in the UK 
to offer these services to the British 
and European markets. Vice versa, 
the vast geotechnical knowledge of 
Lankelma UK will be added to the ar-
senal of Lankelma USA. 
 
Lankema Incôs environmental cones 
include a video cone penetrometer 
and a fuel fluorescence detector. 

cut your SI costs - call us on (0)1797 280050 

Geonor Shear Vane  

 

The shear vane was developed to 
measure in-situ the undrained shear 
strength, the Su ,of clays generally 
with the strength consistency of very 
soft to firm.  
 
In its simplest form, 4 blades are ar-
ranged in a cruciform and attached to 
the end of a rod. The rods are 
pushed into the soil and the assem-
bly is rotated. For each test the rela-
tionship between the turning moment, 
or torque, and the angular rotation is 
determined. 




